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628 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW. 

piece, leaving the value to be determined by the current market value 
of such metal, but in the exercise of its sovereign power it determines 
arbitrarily the money value of the coins issued, and by the fact of 
their issuance makes them a legal tender for their coin value as may 
be provided by statute, with a limitition as to the aggregate amount 
for which the minor coins may be used as a legal tender." This is 
lacking in precision of thought and language. There is a failure to 
distinguish between the purchasing value of money in exchange for 
commodities, and the relative values of subsidiary coins in terms of 
the standard unit, which with us is the gold dollar. It is only the 
latter '' value " which the government "determines arbitrarily," and 
it does that, not by "the exercise of sovereign power," but by its 
standing offer to exchange any coin in the system for the gold dollar 
at a specified ratio. As for the gold dollar, all that the government 
does is to name it, and "indicate the quantity" of gold which it con- 
tains. The government does exercise its sovereign power when it 
makes certain coins legal tender ; but that is another matter, not in- 
volved in " the fact of their issuance," as erroneously stated. 

On page 209. concerning the constitutional right of the President 
to call extra sessions of Congress, and to adjourn Congress in a certain 
contingency, we are told, " There has been little occasion to exercise 
the power to adjourn, but the power to call extra sessions when some 
emergency arises rendering legislative action important is frequently 
resorted to." This gives a wrong impression with regard to the facts, 
which are that the President has never adjourned Congress, and has 
summoned it in extra session only thirteen times in a hundred and 
sixteen years. 

Other passages were marked by the reviewer for notice, but the 
limit of space allowed by the editors has been reached. A careful 
revision of the work before the publication of another edition is 
recommended. 
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